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South Africa: ANC Welcomes Government Budget 


MBI/I3031738596 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
1646 GMT 14 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Mar 21 SAPA 

The Atncan National Congress on Wednesday wel 
comed Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg’s budget, 
saying it would have a positive effect on the economy 
and go tar towards creating yobs. The party was happy 
Liebenberg “was wise enough not to heed some of the 
move short-sightes and insensitive ‘tree advice’ to raise 
VAT, party spokesman Labour Minister Tito Mbowen: 
told a media briefing 


The ANC felt the introduction of a 17 percent tax 
on retirement tund income had been handicd in a 
“responsible and strategic manner” and called on the 
industry to make the proposals a success. “There is no 
cause in our view for any alarm on the part of members 
of retirement funds,’ Mbowen: said 


The ANC felt work still needed to be done on restructur 
ing the public service and the proportion of the budget 
spent on salanes had to be reduced 


The South Atnean Foundation s proposal of slashing 
the budget deficit had been clearly reyected The detient 
was being bought down at a sensible rate, he sad 


The ANC was encouraged with the progress with 
personal taxes, and urged the government to do more 


South Africa: COSATL —New Budget ‘Semblance 
of Improvement’ 


MB/303174096 Johannesburg SAPA im Enelish 
16582 GMT 14 Mar 96 


IFBIS Transe thed Text) JOHANNESBURG March 13 
SAPA The announcement that VAT would not 
increase was a “victory for workers. the Congress of 
SA [South Afnca] Trade Untrons (COSATU] said, but 
it criticised the absence of programmes to alleviate 
poverty 


Secretary -general Sam Shilowa told a media brieting tis 
cal discipline and a reduction in the budget deficit could 
take place in the context of the reconstruction and de 
velopment programme, to transtorm the economy and 
society. “The budget. taken as a whole, bears some sem 
blance of improvement on previous budgets However. 
it falls tar short of the transtormation objectives as set 
out in the RDP © 


Although the government had finally recognised VAT 
as a regressive tax, no job creation or development pro 
grammes were announced for what Liebenberg called 
target groups women. people in rural areas and the un. 
employed 
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Shilowa said COSATU had noted “Liebenberg’s 
rhetoric on the need tor job creation” but Liebenbery 
had tailed to address the number of threatened retrench 
ments and the government's plans to avon these 


It was unacceptable that RO & billion [rands| allocated 
in the past financial year lad not been spent, when 
the government could have used this money to create 
employment through public works programmes This 
was “bush accounting 


The government's approach to the budget defiant and 
ts prowth strategy favoured business “We reject the 
notion that the management of the debt should be set 
as a priorty above all other poals of society,” Shilowa 
said 


COSATU welcomed the decreased tax burden tor 
lowers and middle-income earners but felt the gov 
ernment bad not gone tar enough in taxing the super 
rch The government's action to correct imbalances 
mn taxation between interest and rental income ot 
retirement funds was also welcome, Shilowa said 


South Africa: Business Group—Budget Fiils To 
Meet Future's Challenge 


MB/I3808174696 Johannesbure SAPA in knelish 
IOSY9GMT 13 Mar 96 


[EBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG March 13 
SAPA — The Budyvet speech of the Minister of Finance. 
Chris Liebenberg, although it takes some fiscal steps 
m the right direction, does not meet the economn 
challenges that lie ahead, SA [South Africa) Chamber 
of Business SACOB president, Rudi Hemme, sant He 
said some tough decisions that were needed to improv, 
South Atnica’s economic performance had not been 
taken 


South Afnca enters the 1996/1997 fiscal vear with the 

need tor bold action to address the constraints which 
sull prevent it trom achieving higher economic growth 
rates and, more importantly. creating significantly more 
job opportunities than is currently the case That. in 
turn, underlines the need tor an environment that wall 
facilitate increased investment ip the South Atncan 
economy, and improve its overall levels of international 
competitiveness SACOB needs to question whether 
the 1996/97 Budget goes tar enough in tacilitating the 
attainment of these objectives especially in the light 
of some recent loss of confidence and the volatility in 
the foreign exchange markets. Heine said 


This repert may contain copynehted maternal Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Democratic Party Criticizes 
Continuing Budget Deficit 


MB/ 303175396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1554 GMT 13 Mar 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN March 13 
SAPA — Wednesday's budget announced by Finance 
Minister Chris Liebenberg, was a “spend now pay later 
budget", DP [Democratic Party] Finance spokesman 
Ken Andrew said. “By allowing the deficit to continue 
at unacceptably high levels and by raiding retirement 
funds the government ts forcing future generations of 
taxpayers and pensioners to pay tor its inability to 
control its excessive expenditure.” he said 


Several issues in the budget were disappointing. The 
first being unacceptably slow movement on reducing the 
public service, privatisation and creating an ethicrent and 
effective autonomous revenue collection service. “These 
are political sacred cows of the government, so billions 
of rand go to waste while the ordinary tax payer ts 
milked dry.” 


Secondly, the ad hoc taxation of retirement tunds was 
unsatisfactory, he said. The tull implications of Katz's 
and Smith's commission reports had not been absorbed 
yet “let alone any serious attempt at establishing a 
holistic and coherent retirement funding policy” 


Andrew said individual taxpayers were going to have to 
cough up 13.2 percent more this year Liebenberg had 
only “tunkered” with the destructive impact which fiscal 
drag had on ordinary middle-income people who would 
be required to find an additional R7 billion [rands| in 
personal income tax 


“Above all, poor people need jobs if they are to improve 
the quality of their lives and not eke out an existence 
on the basis of handouts” 


By incurring excessive debt, the government was crowd. 
ing out the private sector and making future growth and 
development more difficult 


Referring to the budget deficit, Andrew said its esti 
mated reduction was good news at face value “How. 
ever, if the government plans to run a deficit in excess 
of five percent at a time of strong economic growth and 
an increase in revenue of 14 percent, when ts it going 
to reduce the deficit to acceptable levels.” he asked 


On the up side Andrew welcomed recognition of 
improved delivery of services, the halving of secondary 
tax on companies and marketable securities tax and the 
commitment to the better management of public debt 
and government's cash balances Additional assistance 
to universities, technikons and needy students was also 


welcomed by the DP 
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South Africa: Financial Markets React Positively to 
Budget 


MB1/ 303195396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 13 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The budget received a positive 
reachion from the local financial markets with dealers 
and analysts saying it damaged only a few equities. 
Guilds strengthened marginally following the budget 
speech in Parhament, and dealers said the budget had 
been viewed by most as favorable in that market 
Dealers said there was still some concern over the 
impact, and the market required time to digest tt. 


South Africa: Minister Chris Liebenberg 
Comments on Budget 


MB/ 303203996 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 13 Mar 96 


[From the “Business Today Tonight" program] 


[FBIS) Transcribed Text) Vernon (Metsopolus) asks 
Minister Liebenberg what the budget longer term impact 
on the economy 1s likely to be 


[Liebenberg| From the models that we ran the budget 
through after the adjustments shows that it's got no 
impact on inflation, 1's inflation neutral It shows that it 
should have along-term declining effect on interest rates 
It does put into place the macro-economic fundamentals 
which you need as a foundation for growth at high rates 


|(Matsopolus)| Business called for bold and decisive 
steps. Do you think that you've done enough? 


[Liebenberg] I've heard people refer to this as a holding 
budget If you consider that holding 1s a dressing for 
strategic issues that will deliver over the next few years 
more than 10 billion rand per annum, to me that's not 
holding That's taking some very decisive steps for the 
tuture 


|(Matsopolus)| [Words indistinct] you'd raised VAT 
{Value Added Tax} and run with the tax and retirement 
industry, you could have slashed the deficit So why 
didn't you” 


|Liebenberg] If you increase VAT in this country, where 
we have such a large unemployed sector, you have to 
give people some benefit. especially at the lower end 
where they pay the same rate — it's a retrogressive tax 

they pay the same rate as the rich So you've got to 
accommodate the poor in some way We are going to 
sit down with Nedlac [National Economic Development 
and Labor Council] this year and decide how we can 
Structure a social security net) Once we have those 
things in place, we'll address VAT 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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[(Matsopolus)}] The key figure, the underlying deficit, 1s 
still 5.5 percent. 


[Liebenberg}] That deficit is going to be addressed, not 
only out of oil funds. There's still privatization, there's 
still restructuring of asset proceeds, all of which will 
assist that. 


South Africa: Finance Minister Answers Questions 
on Government Budget 


MB/403111596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1010 GMT 14 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PARLIAMENT Mar 14 SAPA 
— Organised labour had not been given the option of 
a VAT increase or a tax on retirement funds, Finance 
Minister Chris Liebenberg said on Thursday 


"The fact that no VAT (increase) and a tax on pension 
funds ended up in the same year's budget is purely 
coincidental,” he said. Liebenberg was addressing the 
parliamentary joint standing committee on Finance. The 
committee is required by the constitution to sit for seven 
days to discuss the budget. 


The pension fund industry was too rich, Liebenberg 
said. It should have been taxed last year, but the 
formula which the Katz commission had drawn up was 
unacceptable. 


In any budget there was a conflict between meeting short 
term and long and medium term needs. There had to be 
a balance between keeping the deficit under control and 
creating employment, he said. He claimed the budget 
should give the public and investors a great deal of 
confidence. "I don't think this can be called a holding 
budget,” Liebenberg added. He was “very pleased” the 
absolute deficit before borrowing had been reduced and 
the budget had delivered a primary surplus. 


However he expressed concern that capital investment 
as a percentage of GDP had declined, saying this was 
a problem of cutting back expenditure. The question of 
roll-overs of funds was also worrying, and a decision 
would have to be made soon as to how these were to 
be handled, Liebenberg said. 


Another concern was the real increase in governinent 
expenditure. 


The NP’s [National Party] finance spokesman, Theo 
Alant queried whether the deficit was not actually not 
5.5 percent and not 5.1 percent as quoted in the budget. 
since the selling off of the strategic oil reserves was 
included in revenue 


He argued that since this was not recurring income 
it was thus incorrect io reflect it as revenue instead 
of writing it off against government debt. Liebenberg 
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responded that this was the way revenue accounts were 
drawn up. There was no attempt to hide the extra- 
ordinary capital receipt, he said 


Ben Turok (ANC) asked why the allocation tor trade 
and industry had not been greater given the govern. 
ment’s emphasis on job creation. He said he was con- 
cerned the budget was not expansionary enough. "You 
have to be careful not to spend yourself out of prob- 
lems,” Liebenberg answered. He stressed that roll-overs 
of budget allocations had to be take into consideration 
Liebenberg said job creation would not necessarily tar 
get the trade and industry portfolio, but could instead 
focus on housing and water 


South Africa: Business Leaders Comment on 
Aspects of Budget 


MB1403173496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1639 GMT 14 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Mar 14 SAPA 

Business leaders took Deputy Finance Minister Alec 
Erwin to task on several aspects of the budget at an Old 
Mutual forum in Cape Town on Thursday 


South African Chamber of Business director-general 
Raymond Parsons questioned whether the budget was 
sufficiently investor-tnendly. The reduction in the 
‘deficit, appeared to be vulnerable" due to the high 
level of state debt, and the pact between the unions and 
government on privatisation made it difficult to reduce 
the debt 


Erwin replied the current budget should be seen as a 
base on which long-term growth could be built. He said 
a leaner public service was envisioned by next year, and 
parastatals were being evaluated to ensure they operated 
more effectively 


Barlows chairman, Warren Clewlow asked whether 
South Africa's major problem wasn't being overlooked 

that the country owed more than R300 billion [rands], 
and servicing tt commanded 20 percent of total revenue 
No company would possibly be able to operate under 
that debt ratio, he said) About R120 billion would be 
a comfortable debt level, and R180 billion had to be 
repaid 


Financial planning deputy director-general Marina 
Ramos said a substantial debt management programme 
was under way The government was also looking at 
its debt portfolio and re-evaluating its debt policies and 
cash management 


Real Africa Investments director Don Ncube queried 
whether the budget went far enough in encouraging 
Stability Erwin replied the truth was the government 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal Copying and dissemination 
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did not have the ability to deliver at the rate hoped tor 
He said it would have thus not made sense to plough 
more money into services, but the budget had suthcient 
leeway so departments would not run short of tunds 


Gerhard van Niekerk, Old Mutual's chiet operating 
ofhcer noted that about three quarters of increased 
expenditure was being used to pay salaries and wages, 
while not enough went on capital expenditure. Erwin 
agreed this was tai comment, adding he was also 
disappointed with the quality of capital expenditure. A 
lot of this was spent on equipment, which would not 
contribute to growth, he said 


South Africa: President Mandela Warns of ‘Tough’ 
Action Against Criminals 


MB1903071496 Johannesburg SABC 2 Television 
Network in English 0400 GMT !9 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) President Nelson Mandela has 
warned that he may be forced to use tough measures 
similar to those used by the previous government to 
deal with criminals: He was reacting to the weekend's 
killing of four policemen in KwaZulu/Natal 


Speaking in Johannesburg yesterday. Mr) Mandela said 
he was even prepared to break with his closest trends 
if he felt they were involved in the violence Three of 
the policemen were killed while searching for prisoners 
who had escaped trom the Mountain Rise police station 
cells on Friday (1S March] 


Reacting to the weekend's murders, the National Party 
INP] chairman, Dame Schutte. has called tor an in 
vestigation into allegations that high-profile ANC and 
IFP {Inkatha Freedom Party) members were involved 
in the violence in Natal) The NP also called tor the 
death penalty to be reintroduced tor people convicted 
of killing policemen Police Commissioner George bi 
vav says the number of policemen kiiled while on duty 
since January last year now stands at 252 


South Africa: Royal Spokesman Sees No 
Impediment To Zulu Gathering 
MBIS803164996 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
1625 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[Report by Mice! Schnehave| 


[EBIS Transcribed Text] DURBAN March 18 SAPA 
All obstacles to holding an imbizo (traditional gathering 
of the Zulu nation) to promote peace in KwaZulu 
Natal had been removed and the gathering should be 
held as soon as possible, King Goodwill Zwelithini s 
spokesman Prince Sifiso Zulu said on Monday 


A meeting to discuss the proposed imbizo was held at 
Zwelithini s Kwakhangela palace in northern KwaZulu/ 
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Natal on briday The meeting was attended by the king, 
President Nelson Mangela and Inkatha Freedom Party 
[IhP] leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi At the meeting, 
Buthelezi said several issues had to be addressed betore 
anumbizo could be held These included the relationship 
between Buthelezi and members of the royal house, as 
well as the powers of the provinces and the level of 
autonomy granted to KwaZulu/Natal 


Traditional chiefs Camakhosi) also raised the issue ot 
the Shell House massacre in Johannesburg in which at 
least eight Zulus were shot dead outside the African 
National Congress’ headquarters on Mareh 28, 1994 
They also demanded international mediation to iron out 
to outstanding constitutional issues 


Sitiso on Monday said these grievances had been ad 
equately addressed by Mandela and that turther objec 
tions to delay the imbizo were mere:’y “lousy excuses 
with no solid base 


Chiets had been given the opportunity to raise gries 
anees against centra: government and others they telt 
were the main cause of political violence in: KwaZulu/ 
Natal 


Many of the issues raised were not relevant to the hold 
inv of a peace imbizo, Sitiso said He said Buthelezi's 
relationsinup with the royal house had nothing to do with 
holding an imbizo. In addition, Buthelezi’s demand that 
7welithing recognise him as the official prime minister 
of the Zulu nation had no impact on an imbizo 


Violence was prevalent in KwaZulu/Natal long betore 
these difficulties had arisen, Siftso said 


The king welcomed Buthelezi's suggestion that the two 
leaders clear the ai between them 


Sitiso called on Buthelezi to contact Zwelithini as soon 
as possible) to convene another meeting with traditional 
leaders, with Mandela as observer Only traditional 
chiets. and not ther traditional headmen or indunas. 
Should be allowed to attend the second pre-imbizo 
meeting 


Only traditional chiets were initially supposed to attend 
briday s meeting. but Buthelezi had insisted that at least 
two indunas of councillors be allowed to accompany 
them 


Many at Fridays meeting, including some of those who 
heckled Mandela. were neither chiets nor indunas 


Despite differences with Buthelezi, the royal house was 
willing to meet the IFP leader halfway in an attempt to 
end violence in KwaZulu/Natal, Sitiso said 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: IFP Said ‘Out-Negotiated’ in 
KwaZulu/Natal Constitution 


MB/803183196 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 17 Mar 96 p 9 


{Report by Sam Sole] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] After the drawn-out roaring 
of the Inkatha lion, the taming process of negotiation 
has left KwaZulu/Natal with a pussycat constitution in 
which the only real winner is the Tiger of Chatsworth, 


In the end, the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] was sim- 
ply out-numbered and out-negotiated) With a majority 
of only one in the &1-seat provincial parliament, the 
hard-line route the party chose after it removed Arthur 
Konigkramer as chairman of the constitutional commit- 
tee last year appears to have been the wrong strategy 


Faced with the machinations of the National Party [NP] 
and the sensitivity of the minor parties to the inclusion 
of the ANC, the IFP played chicken with the looming 
de: jline tor adopting the provincial constitution. In the 
en it lost its nerve and buckled 


The result is that almost every contentious clause 
has been suspended pending turther negotiation, or 
pending the outcome of negotiations on the new national 
constitution, 


That leaves a provincial constitution that does little 
more than establish and solidity the degree of provincial 
autonomy provided tor by the interrm constitution. As 
the only provincial constitution to be adopted, this is no 
small achievement 


Though the document provides little basis for the IFP's 
ambition for greater provincial powers, it stands as a 
bulwark against ANC and National Party inclinations 
to centralise power in the final constitution. 


No one compromised more than the IFP, which had to 
leave behind. 


— The power given to the house of traditional leaders 
to remove chiets and the king. 


— The special powers granted to traditional leaders in 
local government, 


— The provincial constitutional court. 
— Exclusive provincial control ot policing. and 
— Special powers for the province 


Most crucially it was forced to include a clause granting 
an absolute overnde to the new constitution 


The constitution 1s now a liberal document, far removed 
from the special pleading for traditional authorities and 
law that the IFP had intended 
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kor the ANC, which supported the constitution, the doc 
ument provides an iwnaportant test of sincerity: whether 
the party was genuine in its stated desire for a provincial 
constitution and will go to bat for it at national level. 


bor the NP the process was a stepping-stone to its future 
ambitions, both at national and provincial level The 
moderate provincial document could well pave the way 
tor the eventual re-alignment of parties and power that 
the NP ts plotting 


And, for the Tiger of Chatsworth, Amichand Raybansi, 
this document ts triumph The Minority Front succeeded 
iN Most of its demands for minority protection. He 
also stared down the TFP in holding out for an inclu 
sive settlement. Despite his past, this triecameral con 
stitutional poacher proved himself an astute provinetal 
gamekec per 


South Africa: Buthelezi Agrees That Zulu 
Gathering Should Go Ahead 


MB/803200796 Johannesburg SABC & Television 
Network in English 18SOO GMT 18 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Political leaders are still hop 
ing that the imbizo [traditional Zulu: gathering} on 
KwaZulu/Natal violence will take place. IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party} leader, Dr) Mangosuthu Buthelez:, has 
welcomed President Nelson Mandela's initiative to hold 
further consultations with him on the matter’ Mean 
while, official word trom Zulu king Goodwill Zwelithon 
is that Friday's [1S March] pre-imbizo meeting was a 
success 


[Begin recording| [Unidentified correspondent} The ob 


yective of the meeting on Friday was to clear the air be 


tween the Zulu people and President Mandela) Amony 
the issues discussed was the question of international 
mediation and the Shell House shootings, but against 
expectations the meeting failed to fix a date tor the 
planned imbizo. According to presidential spokesper 
son, Mr. Joel Netshitenzhe, the imbizo had to be post 
poned because of time constraints on the part of the 
president. In Cape Town Dr Buthelezi emphasized the 
need tor the imbizo to go ahead 


{Buthelezi] You cannot have, what you call, this situ 
ation this simmering as it is doing now and do 
nothing about it, and the tact that he has taken the mutia 
tive, which we support, I don't think that we can afford 
to allow that to abort 


[Reporter] King Goodwill) Zwelithini’s spokesman. 
Prince Sifiso Zulu, said the king was satished that 
Friday's meeting was a success He said the way was 
now clear tor the imbizo to go ahead 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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[Zulu] The meeting of 15-03-96 was a success and a 
mayor breakthrough, in that the grievances of amakhos 
[chiefs] were voiced and responded to by the president. 
The General Malan court case and the need for the 
cleansing ceremony for Chief Buthelezi and the mem- 
bers of the royal house are merely side issues which are 
not critical to the holding of imbizo. [end recording] 


South Africa: Buthelezi Says International 
“Mediation Necessary 


MB/903115896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1135 GMT 19 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN March 19 
SAPA — The Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] would not 
return to the constitution-writing process unless the 
promise of international mediation was met, IFP leader 
Mangosuthu Buthelez: said on Tuesday. 


Speaking to journalists in Cape Town, Buthelezi said 
there was now more need for international mediation 
than ever before. 


Although he had the highest respect for Nelson Man- 
dela, the President had not met promises made in their 
signed agreement. “If he’s made up his mind as pres- 
ident of South Africa... then there is no way we can 
return (to the CA [Constitutional Assembly]).” he said 


After Friday's [15 March] finahsation of a provincial 
constitution for KwaZulu-Natal, political parties ex- 
pressed the hope that the IFP would return to the Con- 
stitutional Assembly. 


Referring to Mandela's threat of action in KwaZulu- 
Natal if problems in the province were not sorted out, 
Buthelez: said Mandela had the right to initiate steps to 
ensure law and order in the country. “We first have to 
sort out the problems...before we can have an imbizo 
[traditional Zulu gathering),” he said in reference to the 
possibility of one being held soon 


South Africa: SANDF Warns of Nonreplacement of 
Arms Due To Lack of Funds 


MB/803125896 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
18 Mar 96 po 


[Report by Norman Chandler] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Defence force chiefs have 
warned the Government that all the country’s key 
military equipment could soon become obsolete unless 
there is cash to replace it. 


The equipment which has to be replaced includes the 
internationally acclaimed G-§ artillery piece. the Ratel 
armoured vehicle, the main battle tanks such as the 
Olifant and its successors, fighter aircraft such as the 
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Mirage and its Cheetah upgrade, helicopters, and all the 
navy's submarines, strike craft and minesweepers 


Obsolete by the turn of the century will be the air force's 
Impala jet fighters and trainers, Mirage jet fighters, 
and soon after, the versatile Alouette helicopters. In an 
unusually frank paper provided to MPs to coincide with 
last week's Budget, the defence force says it will be 
faced “with block obsolescence of a significant portion 
of its weapon systems early in the 21st century” 


It also says the deployment of troops within the country, 
as well as the integration process, has “given an impetus 
to the disproportional decrease in capital funding and 
an increase in running costs” of the SA [South African} 
National Defence Force [SANDF}. 


The defence budget allows for 111,301 troops and 
other personnel to be employed in this financial year, 
including a 50,812 permanent force, 29,430 on the short 
term service system, and 24,022 civilians. A total of 
4,249 could be called up in terms of the budget from 
the Conventional Force (formerly the citizen force) 


The paper says that “the non replacement of armament 
will result in the block obsolescence of equipment’ and 
adds that the SANDF “has to maintain certain core ca- 
pabilities at a minimum required level of preparedness, 
(and from this baseline) the SANDF will be able to ex- 
pand if so required by Parliament” 


"Should the SANDF lose these capabilities and expertise 
through closing down of units and/or re trenching of 
specialists, the time to regain the capability could be 
greater than the time available and the cost higher than 
that of keeping a core capability.” 


The paper says defence spending is now 1.8% of gross 
domestic product and 5. 8% of government spending 


The Department of Defence's budget for the next 
financial year amounts to R10.2-billion, including the 
cost of integration and demobilisation It ts divided 
into a special defence account (SDA) — once used 
for the financing of covert operations and weapons 
acquisition sand a general defence account The SDA. in 
particular, 1s now being used not only for the acquisition 
of armaments but also for “certain running costs” 


The SDA, under the control of both the ministers of 
defence and of finance. has been decreased by 50 3% 
pending completion of the Defence Review, now under 
way 
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South Africa: Miners’ Union Wants Government 
To Control Mineral Rights 


MB1803170096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1436 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHAISNESBURG March 18 
SAPA — The National Union of Mineworkers [NUM! 
on Monday said it would pressure the government to 
take control of the country’s mineral mghts in order to 
help achieve what it called economic justice. It warned 
of action at parastatals such as Eskom [Electricity 
Supply Commission] to stop the planned privatisation 
of state assets or their restructuring. 


These were among resolutions adopted by the NUM's 
central committee at a weekend meeting in Pretoria. 


The NUM said the government should have access to 
development plans of companies to ensure responsible 
mining took place. “Where it is not, the state should 
exercise control over such a mine.” 


The NUM said the state should give temporary assis- 
tance to marginal mines and intervene to determine 
whether mines said to be unprofitable were in fact eco- 
nomically viable. 


On the privatisation of state assets, the NUM said it 
would resist all attempts to sell parts of public utilities. 
“A programme of action in Eskom, Alexcor [expansion 
unknown] and Foskor [Phosphate Corporation] shall be 
implemented to stop unilateral restructuring.” 


The NUM said it planned to host an international 
conference on the alternatives to mine “down-scaling”. 
It wanted to make “down- scaling” as expensive as 
possible. The NUM would demand all information 
relevant to mine costing and management and then 
present clear alternatives as the basis for negotiations. 


“NUM will lobby for a law that compels mines, should 
they contemplate retrenching more than 10 percent of 
their labour force, to be subjected to a mgorous audit.” 


The union said it would oppose attempts by mine 
owners to reduce the number of public holidays for the 
industry. 


The NUM claims to have more than 357,000 members 
in the mining and energy sectors, making it the largest 
umion in those industries 


South Africa: ANC on State Role in Education, 
Racism in Schools 

MB1I703202596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 17 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Delegates to the ANC edu- 
cation policy conference in Johannesburg have urged 
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provincial educational authorities to attend to the ad- 
mission policy of public schools. They have also called 
for greater state involvement in the transformation of 
tertiary education. 


The ANC said there shouid also be increased funding 
for adult basic education and for public schools. On the 
issue of language, it called on the government to adopt 
a policy that would allow pupils to learn two or more 
languages at schools. 


Summing up the conference proceedings, ANC Deputy 
Secretary General Chery! Carolus said the government 
would be urged to have exclusion from schools on 
the grounds of language declared unconstitutional and 
racist. She was apparently referring to the Potgietersrus 
Primary School controversy. 


[Begin Carolus recording] We reaffirmed our commit- 
ment and our conviction that language should not be 
used as a means of exclusion, as such exclusion is un- 
constittional, and, in fact, downright racist. We realize 
that the new right wing in our country has established 
and identified education as a key site of struggle in their 
efforts to reverse the gains of the liberation movement, 
and at this conference we have resolved to fight, with all 
the vigor we can muster, the attempt by the new right to 
appropriate education in its sinister effort to fraudulently 
retain the ill-gotten privileged positions. [end recording] 


However, Ms Carolus added that most white parents had 
committed themselves to the deracialization of schools, 
and said racist parents constituted a minority. 


South Africa: Black NP MP's Reportedly 
‘Unhappy’ About Party Treatment 


MB1803150696 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 17 Mar 96 p 6 


[Report by Esther Waugh] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] There are rumblings in the 
ranks of the National Party [NP] with several black MPs 
saying they are unhappy about their treatment within the 


party. 


It was understood that Roelf Meyer, the NP secretary- 
general, and his deputies. Marthinus van Schalkwyk and 
David Malats:. met black MPs a week ago for lunch 
to discuss any possible problems. The meeting. which 
was initiated by the three leaders, only included black 
parliamentarians. 


Party insiders told The Sunday Independent that the 
lunch was arranged after rumours began circulating of 
a black caucus within the NP. They said the black MPs 
demied the existence of such a caucus, adding that “no 
one spoke on their behalf” 
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Several leading black NP parliamentarians, canvassed 
over several weeks by The Sunday Independent, spoke 
of “extreme frustrations” about their positions within 
the party. They said that whites were being promoted 
more often than the NP’s black members. Some cited 
examples, such as SV Naicker, who was overlooked 


for leadership of the NP in KwaZulu/Natal in favour of 


Danie Schutte, after the resignation of George Barlett 


Several black MPs said that attempts were being made 
to retain whites in key positions © ithin the party. Some 
said they feared that the properuon of white and black, 
ministers and deputy ministers would remain the same 
should a pattern be followed to appoint a coloured to a 
position held previously by a coloured minister 


However", NP sourc cs said the party had limited scope in 
promoting anybouy because of the few posts available 


Complaints were also raised about constituency offices 
being located in predominantly white areas This too 
was refuted by other NP MPs They said since more 
office blocks existed in white areas, 1! was relatively 
easy to rent an office But, the party was buying land in 
townships to build NP offices. they said 


Those canvassed claimed that money received trom 
parhament for constituency work Was given to the head 
office, while MPs were required to raise funds to pen 
offices in their Constituencies 

Some of the black MPs questioned the party's commit 
ment to its new vision unveiled on February 2. They 
said that few black MPs occupied the tront benches of 
the NP in the national assembly. Furthermore, they com 
plained about the lack of opportunity to raise juatters in 
party caucus meetings, or being given time to speak in 
the national assembly 


The allegation was denied by NP sources. They said 
since Deputy President F Wo de Klerk was elected as 
the party's leader, caucus meetings had become more 
informal and there were now more opportunities tor 


MPs to address issues 


The NP will establish a political academy to train 
leaders, especially blacks. for key positions after the 
1999 election, the sources said 


South Africa: Court Told Military Aided Renamo 
After Pact With Mozambique 


MBI803164896 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
1615 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transeribed Excerpt} DURBAN March IX SAPA 
— White South Atncan military officers continued 
covert cross-border support for Mozambique’s rebel 
Renamo |Mozambique National Resistance | movement 
for years after the two countries signed a non-aggression 
pact, the Durban Supreme Court heard on Monday 
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“White instructors were sull jumping in with Renamo 
three or tour years atter the Nkomati Accord,” tormer 
SA [South Atnca] Detence Force Military Intelligence 
othcer Johan Opperman said under cross-examination 
during the murder tal of former defence minister 
Magnus Malan and 19 co-accused. 


The Nkomati Accord, an agreement on non-aggression 
and good neighbourliness, was signed by South Atrica 
and Mozambique on March If 1984 


Opperman has taced three days of intense cross- 
examination after earlier testifying about his role in 
an alleged Inkatha hitsquad attack that on January 21, 
1987 killed 13 people in a small house in KwaMakutha 
south of Durban. [passage omitted] 


South Africa: Editorial Criticizes ’remier Sexwale 
for Cuban Stance 


MR/903100196 Johannesbure BEELD in Afrthaans 
1S Mar 96 p10 


[Edintornal: “Tokyo and Cuba’ | 


[FBIS) Translated Text} Gauteng Premier Tobyo 
Sexwale’s reaction to questions on human rights in 
Cuba is unsatistactory. Jack Bloom of the Democratic 
Party asked Sexwale on 13 March in the legislature 
whether Sexwale, during his visit to Cuba, had asked 
President Fidel Castro about the 600 pohtical prisoners 
in the country, to which the premier responded that 
Cuba is a democratic country and Bloom himselt 
Should ask President Castro and his foreign minister 
when they visited South Africa 


On a turther question of how Sexwale can say Cuba 
is democratic when only one political party is allowed 
there. Sexwale said Cubans tound the system ‘comfort 
able” and the country held regular elections 


For a member of the ANC. an organization that itself 
took up arms to fight for human nights im its own 
country, it ois a lukewarm reaction to an obvious 
trampling of the same rights 


Sexwale should, atter all, know that thousands of 
Cubans tind their system so “comtortable’ that they risk 
their lives at sea in flimsy boats to escape to the United 
States. He surely remembers that betore 1994 there also 
had been regular elections in South Afmca, and that 
there were South Africans who found the system then 
‘comtortable” toe 


The ANC then felt very strongly about political prison 
ers in South Africa, but the tate of the 600 Cubans in 
ails apparently does not perturb Sexwale 


When a leader genuinely cherishes strong principles 
about an issue such as human rights, he ought to at 
least state his view, irrespective of criticism from: his 
trends Silence can be interpreted as acceptance 
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Comoros 


Comoros: Mohammed Taki Abdulkarim Wins 
Presidential Elections 


LD!I703130496 Paris Radio France Internationa! 
in French 0730 GMT 17 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The National Electoral Commuis- 
sion of the Comoros Islands announced this morning 
the taultless victory of Mohammed Taki Abdulkarim 
\leader of the National Union for Democracy in Co- 
moros}, with more than 64 percent of the vote, against 
little more than 30 percent tor his adversary, Abbas 
Youssouf, the candidate of the Forum for National Re- 
covery. The first declaration made by the new president 
was recorded just a few minutes ago by our special cor 
respondent, Monique Maas 


[Begin Abdulkarim recording] | am very satistied 
Perhaps for the first time in the history of our country, 
the election of a president has proceeded democratically, 
treely, and openly. For this we are indebted above 
all to France, to the French Government, and to the 
international organizations, and to all the goodwill of! 
those who have gone to all this trouble to help this 
country to pull through, since it ts clear that the elecuion 
of the president ts decisive. [end recording | 


Comoros: President To Keep ‘Privileged’ Links 
With France 

BR1I803134496 Paris LIBERATION in kFrench 

18 Mar 96 pil 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Moron Emerging trom 
over 6 months of chaos following the coup by 
[French| mercenary Bob Denard and the French mili 
tary intervention in September —- the Federal Islamic 
Republic of Comoros has elected a new president: Mo- 
hamed Tak: Abdelkarim. [passage omitted] 


The new president told LIBLK ATION: “The Comoros 
will seek to establish good relations with everybody 
You know our privileged partners (France — LIBER 
ATION editor's note) For the rest, we will continue 
advocating a tolerant Islam, one that respects treedom 
Where relations with France are concerned, Paris may 
now stay calm since it should keep its influence on the 
archipelago. Tak: has already publicly thanked Jacques 
Chirac for France's allocation of 2.5 million trancs to 
help organize the elections. The issue of the annexation 
of Mayotte Island — the United Nations have recog. 
mized the Comoros’ sovereignty over Mayotte —— which 


is the location of a French military base is unlikely 
to hamper the relations between the new president and 
Paris. “Let us try and settle the problems on the other 
three islands first. We will discuss Mayotte later” [pas 
sage omitted | 
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Comoros: President-Elect Discusses Political, 
Defense Priorities 


LDISO3153196 Paris Radio France International 
im Frero i 12830 GMT 18 Mar 96 


lInterviev) with Comoros President-Elect Mohamed 
Taki by Monique Maas in Moron on 18 March 
recorded | 


{[FBIS Transleted Text} On to the victory in Comoros 
yesterday |17 March} ot Mohamed Taki in the presiden- 
tial elections. The new head of state of this Indian Ocean 
archipelago is expected to take office on 25 March 


As soon as the results were released yesterday, Mo- 
hamed Taki launched a series of consultations to define 
his prionties. The head of state of Comoros outlined 
them to Monique Maas, our special correspondent: in 
Moron 


{Taki} IT have pledged to submit a constitution to the 
Nation within the next three months It will be aimed at 
reimtorcing the unity of our country and i should make 
it possible tor us to be on the development path) Then 
there will be general elections and other elections, local 
elections for mstance 


{Maas} On what basis can the unity of Comoros be 
reintorced? 


[Taks} First of all by sharing out responsibilities at the 
highest level mainly, and by achieving balance among 
the islands. Ao special commission will determine in 
what sectors such or such island is underprivileged in 
comparison with another 


[Maas] Regarding those candidates in the first round 
who later supported you — what can they expect’ 


[Taki] We will reach a compromise: We are going to 
meet tomorrow [19 March] around noon to think things 
through and reach a compromise before | am sworn in 


| Maas} During the campaign you urged people, includ 
ing your opponent, Abbas Youssout, to unite Is that 
still valid? 


[ Taki}! Absolutely. Nothing has changed I do not have 
the right not to keep my word 


[Maas] Including with him’ 
[iaki} Including with him 


[Maas] Does this mean that you may wish him to take 
part in the newtangled Comoros one way or another’ 


[Taki] That is not ruled out) Since | have partners. 
everyone will have to have a say in the matter But 
as far as | am concerned, | would like him to 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


10 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


{Maas} Many Comorans hoped that these elections 
would spell the end of long-standing instability and the 
end of actions by mercenaries. Do you have promises 
to make them on this’ 


| Taki} Absolutely. | think that, as tar as the mercenar- 
es are concerned, a page has definitely been turned 
first of all because this regime has been installed demo 
cratically. Secondly it intends to serve the public inter 
est. Thirdly exterior detense will be entrusted to France 
We will have to review agreements so that one or more 
French troops detachments can be stationed here on a 
permanent basis. 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: King Briefs Regional Leaders on 
Political Situation 


MBI603173496 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1631 GMT 16 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Pretoria March 16 SAPA 
Swaziland’s existing constitution would be reviewed 
and then put to the entire nation, Swazi King Mswati 
il said in Pretoria on Saturday He told reporters his 
people would decide which political route Swaziland 
shor'd take. 


Mswati earlier met President Nelson Mandela, Zimbab 
wean President Robert Mugabe and Botswana President 
Ketumile Masire to bret them on the political situation 
in his country 


Swaziland 1s the only southern African country where 
political parties are banned. Thus tar Mswati has resisted 
pressure from opposition parties to allow multiparty 
politics 


On Saturday he said he would consult his people on the 
road ahead after his return to Swaziland. “Obviously. 
one will have to set up a committee, which will have 
to look into the constitution,” Mswati sal. “It wall first 
put together the present constitution. From there we give 
every Swazi an opportunity to say whatever he wants 
to say” 


A tormal constitution would then be drawn up with the 
help of lawyers and presented to the Swazi peopl. 
“and everyone can be happy this ts a constitution for all 
Swazis” 


Asked what the role of opposition would be in this 
process, the king said) “We leave that to the nation to 
decide which direction it wants to take The king ts 
advised by the people and he always acts on the wishes 
of the people ” 


He sand he had briefed the three leaders on the actions 
his country were about to initiate. “This year is the time 
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for us to start drawing up the constitution in Swaziland,” 
Mswati said. “The constitution has been there....It is just 
to revive itso that it suits our days of today.” 


Mandela said the meeting was one “in the ordinary 
course” to address mutual problems, and the four 
leaders had breted one another on the situation in their 
respective countries 


Swaziland: King Mswati Addresses Soldiers at New 
Army Headquarters 


MBIS03193596 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 1S Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] His Majesty King Mswati III 
says even in the current atomic age, soldiers have an 
important role to play to keep the peace and stability 
ina country. Speaking during the annual celebration of 
the Umbutto Swaziland Defense Force, USDF, day held 
at the new Army headquarters site in Bethany today. 
The king lauded soldiers tor having cooperated with 
the police to reimtorce peace and stability during the 
recent mass stayaway. He, however, cautioned that in 
future such unrest should be averted through peaceful 
dialogue, hoping that the latest stayaway would be the 
last’ Given that a repeat of such action can lead to 
dire consequences. His majesty commended soldiers for 
controlling cross border crime such as drug trafficking, 
cattle rustling, and car smuggling to name a few. 
Though the problem ts not completely erased, he pointed 
out that the nation cannot rely solely on soldiers to solve 
this problem, and therefore appealed to the public to 
report to security personnel all suspicious elements they 
spotin their areas 


His majesty said cattle 1s a vital component of the 
Swazi economy and urged soldiers to step efforts to 
curb cross border cattle rustling by armed thugs. The 
king urged soldiers to be physically fit, courageous, 
and always maintain high standards of professionalism. 
He urged soldiers to be always ready to come to the 
rescue of Swazi nationals, regardless if they are on duty 
or not. He disclosed that something is done to meet 
accommodation requirements of soldiers gradually. The 
king assured aspiring soldiers who wanted to join the 
torce earlier on that they would be catered for at later 
Stage. and urged them to be patient 


Swaziland: King Denies Calling for Delegates for 
Constitutional Review 

MB/703194296 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 17 Mar 96 pp 1-2 
[Report by Vusie Ginindza] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Lozitha — In a surprise twist 
of political events, His Majesty King Mswati III last 
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might emphatically dismissed reports that he has invited 
organisations and civic groups to elect candidates to take 
part in the constitutional review. 


He said such news is "spread by men who apparently 
assumed they were helping the King in this political 
modification process. But it appears they accidentally 
tripped on the traditional and our most acceptable 
manner of doing things,” he said, with a smile he 
maintained throughout with no evident sign of emotion 


He stressed that “All issues of such political sensitivity 
and magnitude are strictly reported by me at the national 
cattle byre — and no where or anybody else * 


The King was responding to questions trom this news 
paper which stemmed from a press conterence last week 
Friday called by the Deputy Prime Minister Dr Sishays 
Nxumalo, who invited all groups to elect a candidate 
that will represent its respective organisation in the con 
stitution. Minister John Carmichael also told town coun 
cillors on Thursday to elect five candidates to go to the 
constitutional committee 


Sketchy and contradicting details of how the constitu 
tion will be reviewed have in the past week emerged 
from Cabinet Ministers which have since caused a lot 
of confusion to the public. 


His Majesty further repeated the same answer when he 
was asked for the second time for purpose of clarity 


“Like I said, I did not instruct anyone because all Swazis 
know that an issue such as that of the constitution can 
only be formally announced at the cattle byre where 
even the people expected to administer the exercise are 
announced, the ifs and whys of it cleared,” His Majesty 
said to the approval from a group of cabinet ministers 
and princes who attended the conference 


These included Foreign Affairs Minister Arthur Khoza. 
Justice Minister Chief Mawem, Princes Guduza and 
Lonkhokhelo. 


This was at Lozitha royal palace, in a bret press con 
ference called by his Majesty to report to the nation 
his short visit to South Africa where he met the South 
ern African power stalwarts, President Nelson Mandela. 
Botswana President Quett Masire and Zimbabwe Pres 
ident Robert Mugabe. 


The press conference started at 10. 35pm Half asleep 
reporters jumped to life and scrambled for their note: 
pads as His Majesty walked in in his traditional gear tor 
the briefing 

About the trip. the King said it was just an invitation 
where the four leader, discussed matters of common 
interest ranging from investment to political situations 
of their respective countries 
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Swaziland: King Reportedly To Meet ‘Frequently’ 
With Regional Leaders 


MBIS803085596 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 18 Mar 960 pp 1, 2 


IReport by “hesheya Vilakati] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] His Majesty King Mswati Il 
has said he will be meeting frequently with other lead. 
ers in the Southern Atncan Development Community 
(SADC) on an informal basis to tuel development in 
the region 


The Ingwenyama [the lon, referring to King Mswati 
II] was speaking ata press brefing at Lozitha Royal 
Palace on Saturday after attending two hour informal 
talks in Pretoria, South Africa with three leaders of 
the region. The leaders are South African President 
Nelson Mandela, Zimbabwe President Robert: Mugabe 
and Botswana President Quit Masire 


The King said the main purpose of the visit’ was to 
discuss mayor developments of the region. He said it 
was agreed among the four leaders that there should 
be frequent meetings instead of waiting for the SADC 
official conferences 


He also revealed that the leaders including himself dis 
cussed about their respective internal issues, especially 
in politics [sentence as published] 


The Ingwenyama said he told the leaders about the 
process of drafting a new constitution in the country. He 
added that the leaders discussed the merging of SADC 
and the Preterential Trade Area (PTA). "We discussed 
on whether SADC and PTA should be merged or left 
to operate as its now,” he said 


He said he was invited to the meeting as Vice Chairman 
of SADC 


“President Robert Mugabe was invited as the former 
Chairman of SADC.” the King added. His Mayesty said 
President Nelson Mandela informed the meeting on the 
current situation at KwaZulu/Natal “The President told 
us of the difficulties experienced in that area,” he said 


The King also revealed that a press officer is to be 
appointed at his office to ensure that there 1s clarity 
on issues that relate to him and the royal family “Many 
countnes have benefited from this and it is time we 
have a press officer.” he said, adding that the incumbent 
will deal with press enquires. “If the truth 1s needed on 
important issues, that person can be contacted ° 


Also, the Ingwenyama denied that interest groups have 
been nominated to elect representatives inthe drafting of 
the constitution, adding that such announcement could 
only have been made by him at the cattle byre 
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Swaziland; PUDEMO Sets Conditions for Work on 
Drafting Constitution 


MB/703151696 Mbabane WEEKEND OBSERVER 
in English 16 Mar 96 p 3 


[Report by Sibusiso Nkambule| 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The People’s United Demo- 
cratic Movement (PUDEMO) will not participate in the 
drafting of the constitution unless the 1973 decree ts 
removed. This was disclosed by the newly nominated 
National Organising Secretary, Mr Jerry Nxumalo an 
interview yesterday. 


Mr Nxumalo said that the government should open all 
the doors which will enable everyone to participate 
freely, stating that the only obstacle is the 1973 decree. 
"A constitution that will be a product of full partici 
pation of the nation can be produced by removing the 
1973 decree which declares our operation illegal, as it 
was meant to ban all parties in the country. Therefore 
unless the 1973 decree is removed PUDEMO will not 
participate,” be said. 


Mr Nxumalo described the constitutional forum which 
is being established by the Deputy Prime Minister, Dr 
Sishayi Nxumalo as a secret committee 


"The government has taken a crucial step which will 
lead to a lot of disorder in the country with its so called 
secret committee. I kindly ask the government to remove 
the committee and think of another plan as this ts going 
to fail. This will lead to more contusion.” he said. “You 
can never be a player and a referee at the same time,” 
he added. 


He stressed that if the country wants to make a genuine 
change the 1973 decree must be removed. 


He further asked the concerned authorities to put it clear 
as to who ts responsible for the changes whether the 
Prime Minister or the Deputy Prime Minister. He said 
at the moment this is still secret. 


Swaziland: Labor Federation Quits Talks With 
Government 

MB1I703202396 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 17 Mar 96 p 2 


[Report by Themba Shongwe} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Manzini — The Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU] has walked out 
of the tripartite talks with government and employers 
which have been held at the Mountain Inn in Mbabane 
since the suspension of the mass stay-away 


In a letter to the convenor of the talks, Dr Jerry Gule, the 
umion said government had failed to withdraw hostilities 
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like the withdrawal of the 1963 Public Order, hence 
their decision to walk out. The umon also claims that 
government continues to harass some of its members 


The move tollows a meeting of the union's general 
council where it was decided that they leave the talks 
until government removes all hostilities. 


On the 3tst of March the SFTU will hold a mass 
meeting where it will report back to its membership 
and seek new direction. 


SFTU Secretary General Jan Sithole said the union had 
done its part in withdrawing hostilities by suspending 
a stay-away that had been scheduled for February 19 
“Our mandate was clear from the onset that we would 
continue negotiations at the Joint Forum after hosulities 
were removed,” he said. 


In a tour-page letter addressed to Dr Gule signed by 
Sithole, SETU said they will only go back to talks once 
the government withdraws her hosulities. The union has 
also said they will return to the table once the 1973 
Decree is removed. 


The union said they continue to be harassed by Cabinet 
Ministers, the Chiefs, politicians, police and the office 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions [DPP}. 


The letter said 


we have harassment trom government leaders section 
Le the university currently 1s contemplating to dismiss 
the President of (SUNASHI) [expansion unknown] and 
colleagues for having participated in the Stay-Away 


~~ the police who fall under the Prime Minister's 


jurisdiction continue to harass workers 


- the DPP who fall under the Ministry of Justice 
continues with the endless indictments of Union leaders 


- the Minister of Transport has interfered with all 
parastatals such as Railway and Transport, Post and 
Telecommunications 


—~ the Chiets continue to threaten their subjects 


Swaziland: 800,000 Emalangeni Paid To Former 
Tinkhundla Heads 

MB/ 803085696 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 18 Mar 96 pp 1, 36 


[Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — About E800,000 
lemalangeni| has been paid out as gratuity to former 
Tinkhundla [traditional community councils} headmen 
and council] members who were not entitled to a salary 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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It was learnt that the money was taken from the 
E8 million which was allocated during the 1995\96 
financial year for the payment of salaries to the present 
tinkhundla headmen and councils. 


Informed sources said the payment was made in January 
this year and the beneficiaries were tinkhundla headmen 
and council meinbers whose term was between 1986 
and 1993. Until [words indistinct] was made up of 
40 tunkhundla centres and each had a headman and 
an unknown number of council members who were 
appointed by the then Indvuna [chief] of Tinkhundla. 


Their pay was more of compassion than in terms of 


the Pension and Designate Officers Act of 1991 which 
covers politicians including those who served from 
1986. 


These include former Prime Ministers, Prince Bhekimpi 
who was kicked out of office in 1986, Mr Sotsha 
Diamim: who was removed in 1989 and Senator Obed 
Diamin in 1993. 


Also covered in the pension for politicians is former 
Indvuna of Tinkhundla, Mr Mndem Sbabalala removed 
in 1992. The headman and council members were not 
included in the 1991 law but out of the blue government 
decided to “reward” them for their for unspecified 
Services. 


The move to pay them gratuity was initiated by the 
Deputy Prime Minister [DPM], Dr Sishay: Nxumalo 
who in previous meetings promised them some form 
of payment. 


Dr Nxumalo's promises were followed up by the 
headmen of council members who insisted that they 
should also be paid for the ‘work’ they had been doing. 
He finally took the request to cabinet where it was 


approved. 


The Principal Secretary in the DPM’s office, Mr J.V 
Diamini has confirmed the payment. “Each of the 
tinkhundla headmen received a gratuity of ES.000 and 
it was E2,500 for bucopho (council! members).” he said. 
Mr Diamin said the payment was gratuity for their non. 


paid work. 


Swaziland: Parliament Halts Debate on Deputy 
Prime Minister's Budget 

MB/803184896 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Members of Parliament have 
suspended the budget allocation debate for the deputy 
prime minister's office because the deputy prime min- 
ister, Dr. Sishay: Nxumalo, 1s illegal and without port- 
fohho in the office. [sentence as heard] The members 
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expressed concern that during the past two years in par- 
lament Dr. Nxumalo involved himself in the budget 
allocation debate, forgetting that he had no legal instru: 
ment to perform that duty. They said they were also not 
aware that Dr. Nxumalo is without portfolio until it was 
revealed by the press. 


During the controversial debate in Parliament, which 
lasted more than 30 minutes, the Prime Minister, Prince 
Mbilini, appealed to the members to continue with the 
budget allocation debate for the deputy prime minister. 
He said it was true that Dr. Nxumalo has no portfolio, 
but a legal instrument is being prepared which will 
involve other ministries. The members further called for 
the suspension of the budget allocation debate until the 
instrument is issued 


Prince Mbilim then assigned Dr Nxumalo to involve 
himself in the budget debate on his behalf, which 
was again rejected by the members. Dr. Nxumalo 
tried to explain to the members that the elders of the 
nation are sull drafting the instrument, and ts ready to 
answer any question concerning Tinkhundla [traditional 
community councils} and other departments under his 
office. [sentence as heard] This was again rejected by the 
members until it was resolved that the budget allocation 
for the deputy prime minister be suspended until early 
next month 


Swaziland: Sishayi Blames Elders for Managing 
Tinkhundla ‘Unlawfully’ 


MBI903113196 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 19 Mar 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Musa Ndlangamandla] 


[FBIS) Transcribed Excerpt} Lobamba Deputy 
Prime Minister [DPM] Dr Sishayi Nxumalo has said 
“Labadzala” (faceless elders) have not signed a legal 
instrument empowering him to administer Tinkhundla 
[traditional community councils}, three years after his 
appointment 


He noted that in many aspects he has failed to deliver 
the goods, particularly because he has never brought any 
Bill while in office. saying that Parliament had all the 
right to punish him for that 


The DPM conceded that when things are sent to 
Labadzala they do take a long time to be processed, and 
to this date he 1s sull patiently awaiting their response 


Dr Nxumalo also conceded that there was serious over- 
lapping and contusion in the operations of government 
ministries, saying that it was possible that Labadzala 
were waiting to sign a comprehensive document deal- 
ing with the crisis 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal Copying and Ts 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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This was during a heated debate on the budgetary 
allocations of the DPM's office, whose vote was later 
postponed after it was found that Dr Nxumalo was 
administering Tinkhundla unlawfully. 


Government was totally embarrassed after it was found 
that since he was appointed there was no legal instru- 
ment authorizing the DPM to run Tinkhundla. Prime 
Minister Prince Mbilini also confirmed that an instru- 
ment empowering Dr Nxumalo was still being pro- 
cessed. 


During an interview outside parliament, Attorney Gen- 
eral Sipho Zwane said Dr Nxumalo was lawfully ap- 
pointed under the Establishment of Parliamentary Order 
1992 | words indistinct] Deputy Prime Minister of the 
country. He conceded though that there was no legal 
instrument specifically empowering him to administer 
Tinkhundla. 


FBIS-AFR-96-054 
19 March 1996 


"The legal instrument we have, Legal Notice No. 162 ot 
1991 states that Tinkhundla is under the Prime Minister 
The DPM may only act, when the Prime Minister ts 
indisposed,” Mr Zwane said. 


Inside parliament, former Minister of Finance Isaac 
Shabangu wondered how the House could proceed with 
the debate when the instrument was still lacking. 


At first, on the advice of a minister, Prince Mbilini stood 
up to say that he was there and then delegating Dr Nxu- 
malo to deal with the debate. This was totally reyected by 
members and the debate was subsequently postooned to 
April 2 or 3. Dr Nxumalo said there was nothing wrong 
with the situation since the Order which established the 
current Parliament and the Constitutional Review Com- 
mission's report empowered him to perform duties on 
behalf of the Prime Minister. [passage omitted] 


$ report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
Is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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